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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO

Quick Links:

2023-2024 School Calendar

2023-2024 Monthly Calendar

Weather Delays & Closure Info

PCS is thrilled to announce our partnership with LUCA.ai, bringing cutting-edge reading
technology, developed in Pittsburgh through collaboration with Carnegie Mellon
University, directly to our students and families. This is your chance to give your child
access to a revolutionary tool that can significantly enhance their reading skills. Be one
of the first 100 families to sign up here: https://pcs.luca.ai/home using promo code
PCSFRIENDS, and enjoy a 6-month LUCA subscription for free. Embrace this unique
opportunity crafted specifically for the PCS community! 

We are in the midst of open enrollment for the 2024-25 school year so please continue
to tell people about our school and your story. Also, Julie Ewing will be sending out an
“Intent to Return” Form. Please fill this out at your earliest convenience.

-Mrs. Maria Paluselli, CEO

Principal's Post

https://www.providentcharterschool.org/
http://www.providentcharterschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-2024-PCS-School-Calendar_FINAL.pdf
http://www.providentcharterschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/23-24-Monthly-School-Calendar.pdf
https://www.providentcharterschool.org/pcs-parents/#delays
https://luca.ai/
https://luca.ai/
https://pcs.luca.ai/home
https://www.providentcharterschool.org/


Dear Families,

On February 1st, PCS West celebrated our very first 100th day at school. First and
Second Grade students dressed up as one hundred year olds, and Fourth Grade
students wrote one hundred math problems. 

Thank you to everyone that joined us for family/teacher conferences. We are always
excited to share your child’s progress with you. If you were unable to attend, you are
encouraged to reach out to your child’s teacher(s) to schedule a time to discuss
academic progress. It is important that we work together for the benefit of your child’s
success! 

We are currently applying for a grant that would allow us to start a vegetable garden.
We will be reaching out in the Spring for volunteers and support for transforming our
courtyard into a sensory garden. Stay tuned for more information come Spring!

The trimester will end on March 7th. Please be on the lookout for TaeKwonDo testing
forms to come home. Not all students will be ready to test, but all students ready will
be given a TKD form to have signed by a parent and returned to school prior to testing.

-Mrs. Connie Joseph, PCS West Building Principal

TELL ME SOMETHING GOOD!

We love celebrating our students' successes, so in honor of
Valentine's Day we would love to hear one of your feel-good
stories!

Fill out this form and share a time when a teacher, staff member,
activity, etc. made your child feel happy, successful or special.

CURRICULUM CORNER

Benchmark Assessments

This year Provident Charter School is piloting customized math
benchmark assessments across all grades. These benchmark
assessments are fully aligned with our curriculum framework and
are developed in collaboration with our teachers. These
benchmark assessments are intended to serve four purposes:

communicate expectations for learning to all students;
support planning for instruction;
monitor and evaluate current instructional program effectiveness; and
predict future performance on grade level standards.

In the early fall, students participated in our first math benchmark assessment which
focused on evaluating student performance on the most important learning standards
from the previous grade level. Student performance data on this assessment helped

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHzZ7M_eeILXKaeJrrmAcyc1DCd7MKdk0kVXTnbiQQDSDL7g/viewform?usp=sf_link


our teachers and curriculum department create homogenous Tier 2 intervention groups
during our WIN (“What I Need”) time to focus on remediating gaps that directly impact
future grade level math performance. In early December, our students participated in
our second benchmark math assessment which measured the impact of our
remediation on these targeted previous grade level standards and provided the
curriculum department with important insight into what students may benefit from
Tier 3 math intervention.  We also assessed concepts that were taught during our
Trimester 1 core math instruction to ensure that our students were not only retaining
grade level concepts, but also were able to apply those concepts in novel ways. This
important information helps us to evaluate the effectiveness of our current
programming. 

In just a few short weeks, our students will participate in our third benchmark math
assessment. Our students have shown a significant amount of growth between
Benchmark 1 and Benchmark 2 and that is truly something to celebrate! As we continue
to shift the focus of these assessments from previous priority standards to grade level
concepts associated with core instruction, it is not unusual for students to fluctuate in
their overall performance scores. We are working with our data teams to develop
family reports that provide insight into student performance on individual domains and
standards as this paints a much clearer picture of overall student growth.

-Mrs. Shannon Iachini, Dir. Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment

FOLLOW - COMMENT - SHARE

We are so thankful that we have such a supportive community and we appreciate
everyone who has submitted a testimonial, shared a post on our social media pages, or
told someone about our school. Please keep spreading the word about PCS West so we
can continue to grow our school community!

Facebook
Provident Charter School
Provident Charter School West

Instagram
@provident_charter_school

https://www.facebook.com/ProvidentCharterSchool/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093633430482
https://www.instagram.com/provident_charter_school/


FAMILY RESOURCE - PBIDA

PA BRANCH OF THE INTERNATIONAL DYSLEXIA ASSOCIATION (PBIDA)

We are fortunate to have a local organization that raises
awareness about dyslexia and provides resources for families and
professionals. Be sure to take a look at the PBIDA website where
you can:

sign up for their newsletters
see upcoming events
virtual support group for families of children with dyslexia
virtual support group adults with dyslexia

https://pa.dyslexiaida.org/


-Mrs. Paluselli, Provident CEO & PBIDA Board Member

UPCOMING EVENT

PCS Central Musical - SpongeBob Youth Edition
Tickets can be purchased at - showtix4u.com/event-details/80178

https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/80178
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